














guerrillas clashed with the Nazis. Memorial plaques
bearing names of those who gallantly gave their lives can
still be found on the facades of many Prague houses.

Coming back to the mapping “military” Dejvice: The
previousissue of thismagazine contained adetailed article
about the Central Military Hospital in StreSovice that had
celebrated the 70th anniversary of its inception. Logistic
offices and the Institute of Aviation Medicine are housed
on the premises of the previous K und K military depot and
the hospital on General Heliodor Pika Street. (Pika was
executed in 1949, based on fabricated evidence).

A coloured postcard from 1927, showing the Dejvice
barracks that was home to the Jan Zizka z Trocnova
Artillery Regiment, is a valued collectible - as only after
the headquarters of the superior infantry division had
granted a permission this card could be published.
A modest chateau Jeneralka, currently owned by the
European Baptist Federation, is an architectonic curiosity.
Before 1918, it was the seat of the Austrian General Staff
(hence its name). Between the World Wars it was home
to war veterans and invalids from the ranks of the Czech
legionaries. During the last days of World War Il, on order
of K.H. Frank, it shortly served as a prison for prominent
opponents. The historic-valued Home of Czechoslovak
Legionaries stands in Sarka, a part of Dejvice.

The people of Prague 6 look up to their heroes.
A Memorial to the Czechoslovak Soldiers serving abroad in
World War 1, stands at Vitézné namésti. The symbolic flame
with inscriptions and earth collected from battlefields laid
under surrounding paving bricks, remind passers-by of
places where Czech and Slovak soldiers shed their blood.
12 years ago the Memorial to Czechoslovak Pilots Killed
in World War 1l was unveiled on the grass strip in front of
the main building of the Ministry of Defence. In 2002,
amemorial dedicated to the memory of paratroopers of the
Czechoslovak Foreign Army and their comrades involved
in home resistance was unveiled on Technicka Street.
The late Army Staff Captain Vaclav Moravek (in 2005
posthumously promoted to the rank of Brigadier General)
has his memorial plaque on a grass strip in front of Prasny

most. Here, in the evening hours of May 1st 1942, he was
shot dead in a skirmish with the Gestapo. Moravek - an
intelligence service officer and member of Obrana naroda
(Nations Defence) resistance organization formed with
Lt Col Balaban and Lt Col Masin a legendary threesome as
part of the resistance movement. They were later dubbed
the Three Kings. The three officers were in contact with Paul
Thummel - a high ranking official of Prague Abwehr who
had been an A-54 agent of the Czechoslovak intelligence
service before the war. By means of radio transmissions,
the undercover group provided vital information to the
London exile centre.

Every year, escorted by the Guard of Honour, soldiers
and former home resistance members come to pay their
respect to Brig Gen Moravek at his memorial in an official
homage. Casual passers-by look on.

Military History Institute publications devoted to
heroes of the resistance against the Nazi occupation and
the communist regime have been regularly published in
cooperation with the Military Information and Service
Agency - with its headquarters at Rooseveltova Street in
the building (built between 1923 and 1925) that had
previously been the seat of the Military Institute of
Geography. Its map production has received critical
acclaim from military specialists and experts at major
exhibitions worldwide and as well, everyday users.

Presently, Prague has a population of 1.2 million living
in 15 boroughs divided into 42 local quarters. Prague has
inspired authors of a great number of books, newspaper
and magazine articles, songs and lyrics. Besides Dejvice,
virtually every house in the city, every chunk of wall or
a paving block is a piece of history. The main heroes of
the never-ending story of this city are her people, soldiers,
civilians, Czechs - the laughing beasts - a nickname
concocted by one of Nazi leaders during World War Il. There
is a song which calls Prague the paradise of all Czechs,
a paradise that they would rather tear down than surrender
to the enemy. Contrary to the song, it is safe to say that
in reality all those who come with friendly intentions are
cordially welcome, indeed.









